
  1  Snake Plissken's Escape from L.A. firearm (13; 2 wds)
  2  The goddess Hathor purportedly protected Egyptians
       from snake bites and these outbreaks of disease (9) 		
  3  Snake Island's pre-Ukrainian owner, with "The" (11; 2 wds) 
  4  Movie in which a giant snake regurgitates Jon Voight (8)
  5  One completely gutting a snake, perhaps (13)
  6  Someone who might be afraid of snakes (but who is more 
       likely to be afraid of a leak developing in one of his
       country's many dikes) (12) 	
  7  Design depicting a snake eating its own tail (9)
  8  Like a snake missing its fangs, venom, protective
       camouflage, etc. (11)  	 	
  9  Ancient Indo-Europeans featured in The Serpent Reborn (9) 
10 Almost every snake, dietarily (9)
11 Sixth Comm's Serpent Dance record label, or Gorbachev's 	

       policy of openness (8)
12  Hogwart's division with a snake as its mascot (14; 2 wds)
13  Readied shrimp for eating (as opposed to, say, snakes) (8)
14  The voice of Kaa the snake in The Jungle Book (16; 2 wds)
15  E.g., bring along antivenom in case there are poisonous   	
       snakes where you're camping (7)
16  Like puff adders or some other snakes, schnozz-wise (8;     	
       hyph)    	 	 	 	 	 	 	
17  The "Jailbird" in "Snake Jailbird", for example (7)
18  A type of rattlesnake or pocket watch (10)	
19  Winged entity seen adjacent to the serpent in 	 	
       Michelangelo's depiction of the expulsion from Eden (6)
20  Teeny-tiny arachnids which are unlikely to ever be 	 	
       mistaken for snakes (11; 2 wds)
21  Cinematic site for serpents (8; 3 wds)
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Working back and forth between diamonds and snakes, the grid may be filled as shown below.  Twenty-one 
letters are not covered by snakes, but if the snakes were imagined to be in the grid, each one's tongue would 
be flicking an uncovered letter. Those letters in snake clue order spell CUPIDITY AND BOOTSTRAPS.
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SNAKES

  1. (C) SUBMACHINE GUN
  2. (U) EPIDEMICS
  3. (P) SOVIET UNION
  4. (I) ANACONDA
  5. (D) DISEMBOWELLER
  6. (I) NETHERLANDER
  7. (T) OUROBOROS
  8. (Y) DEFENSELESS
  9. (A) THRACIANS
10. (N) CARNIVORE
11. (D) GLASNOST
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12. (B) SLYTHERIN HOUSE
13. (O) DEVEINED
14. (O) STERLING HOLLOWAY
15. (T) PREPARE
16. (S) HOG-NOSED
17. (T) SURNAME
18. (R) SIDEWINDER
19. (A) CHERUB
20. (P) SPIDER MITES
21. (S) ON A PLANE
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The Valley of Diamonds - SOLUTION (CUPIDITY / BOOTSTRAPS)


